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Experts in 
film share 
wisdom 


Animation luminaries from 
Disney and Sony speak at 
panel in Titan Theatre. 


ANTHONY ROBLEDO 
Editor 
NICOLE TRINIDAD 
Asst. Editor 


The Entertainment and Tour- 
ism Club (ETC) held a panel fea- 
turing five professionals in the 
arts and entertainment industry 
at the Titan Student Union the- 
atre yesterday. Creators from 
Disney, Nickelodeon, Dream- 
works and Sony came to share 
what they learned over the years 
to students interested in follow- 
ing in their footsteps. 

The ETC is all about helping 
students get their feet in the door 
within the industry. The club of- 
fers a variety of different assets, 
such as resume building, net- 
working opportunities, internship 
opportunities, TV tapings and 
company tours. 

The club invites experts with 
various areas of focus, such as 
business or creativity, for pan- 
els throughout the semester. This 
particular event was based on the 
creative side of the business, and 
it focused mainly on the anima- 
tion industry. 


SEE INDUSTRY | 7 


Pedestrian trapped underneath 
vehicle near Cal State Fullerton 


BRANDON KILLMAN / DAILY TITAN 


Police officers taped off the area of the accident near the cross streets of Chapman Avenue and State College Boulevard. 


Victim suffered moderate 
injuries in an accident 
Wednesday afternoon. 


BRANDON KILLMAN 
Asst. Editor 


A vehicle was involved in 
a collision with a pedestrian 
near the cross streets of East 


Chapman Avenue and State 
College Boulevard at 2:45 p.m. 
on Wednesday, according to 
Sgt. Eric Bridges of the Fuller- 
ton Police Department. 

Bridges said that the pedes- 
trian was found trapped under- 
neath the vehicle when police 
arrived on the scene. Paramed- 
ics responded to the collision 
and transported the pedestrian 


to a local trauma center for fur- 
ther treatment. 

The driver was questioned 
by Fullerton Police after the 
pedestrian was in the care of 
paramedics. 

Police are still investigating 
the collision and currently have 
no ID on the driver or the pe- 
destrian, Bridges said. 

“As far as I’m aware, the 


pedestrian suffered moderate 
injuries,” said Bridges. 

Images taken after the para- 
medics transported the pe- 
destrian show a white vehicle 
stopped outside of the shop- 
ping center that holds Philz 
Coffee. There were tire marks 
that led up to the stopped vehi- 
cle and shoes were left behind 
the car. 


Titans to 


CSUF will defend their 
home court tonight 
against UC Santa Barbara. 


CARLOS VEGA 
Asst. Editor 


Coming off a thrilling qua- 
druple overtime win against 
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo last 
Saturday, Cal State Fullerton’s 
men’s basketball will finish off 
a four-game homestand tonight 
against the UC Santa Barbara 
Gauchos. 

With the Big West Tourna- 
ment less than a month away, 
the Titans and Gauchos are 
only separated by half a game 
in the conference standings. 
CSUF is currently sixth with 
a 5-6 conference record, while 
UCSB sits in fourth at 5-5. 

The Gauchos are coming to 
Titan Gym after losing, 84-75, 
on the road at UC Davis last 
Thursday. The loss snapped 
a three-game win streak for 
UCSB. 

In conference play, the two 
teams have been nearly identi- 
cal statistically. 

CSUF is averaging 43.7% 
shooting from the field, 36.1% 
from 3-point land and 5.5 
steals a game. On the flip side, 
UCSB is shooting 46.2% from 
the field, 35.3% from three and 
averages 5.1 steals a game. 

The biggest discrepancies 
between the two teams are in 
free throw percentages, blocks 
and points per game. 


FREE BOBA 


conclude homestand against UCSB 


The Titans have had trouble 
all season from the free throw 
line, averaging 68.5% com- 
pared to the Gauchos’ 76.6%. 

However, CSUF holds an ad- 
vantage over the Gauchos in 
blocks and points per game. 
CSUF is averaging six more 
points and 2.4 more blocks per 
game in league play. 

Maintaining effective 
3-point shooting will be key 
for the Titans if they hope to 
stay consistent after an ex- 
cellent night against Cal Poly 
SLO, where they shot 52.6% 


from beyond the arc, as well as 
snatched 45 rebounds. 

UC Santa Barbara, on the 
other hand, is looking to turn 
the tides after their loss against 
UC Davis. The Gauchos had a 
rough night offensively, mak- 
ing only 37.5% of their 3-point- 
ers and 43.8% from the charity 
stripe. 

The two most impactful 
players for each team have 
been CSUF guard Brandon 
Kamga and UCSB guard Max 
Heidegger. 

Kamga is currently No. 2 in 


points per game in Big West 
conference play, averaging 19 
points. He is also coming off a 
27-point performance against 
Cal Poly SLO, in which he con- 
verted three of his four 3-point 
attempts. 

Heidegger is No. 4 in points 
per game in Big West Con- 
ference play with 17.8. He’s 
also been shooting success- 
fully from the floor, post- 
ing a 50.5 field goal percent- 
age. In their previous match, 
he led both teams in points 
with 31, which was 17 more 


Guard Brandon Kamga attempts the layup against Cal Poly San Luis Obispo on Feb. 15 at Titan Gym. 


than the second-highest scor- 
er for the Gauchos, JaQuori 
McLaughlin. 

This is the first time this 
season the Titans will face off 
against the Gauchos. The last 
time these two teams met was 
in the 2019 Big West Tourna- 
ment semifinals when CSUF 
rallied from a 10-point second 
half deficit to beat the Gau- 
chos, 64-58. 

Tip off from Titan Gym 
is scheduled for 7 p.m. and 
will be available to stream on 
ESPN3. 
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2 News 


CSUF explores Palestinian 
immigrants’ relationships 
with South America. 


ELIZABETH TOVAR 
KELLY BOONKRONG 
Staff writers 


The Asian Pacific American 
Resource Center kicked off the 
first of its Immigration Narra- 
tives series yesterday, stirring 
thoughtful discussion about the 
Palestinian experience. 

In creating an open space for 
conversation regarding Pales- 
tinian immigration, the com- 
munity engagement leader for 
APARC and SWANA club di- 
versity chair Lulu Halisi said 


she wants to raise aware- 
ness about the stories of all 
communities. 


“Because I am Palestinian, I 
recognize that with our immi- 
gration narrative, there has been 
a lot of erasure of our history, 
of our knowledge,” Halisi said. 
“T really want folks to truly un- 
derstand what Palestinians have 
been going through, the strug- 
gles and to resonate with our 
struggles and build community 
on campus.” 

The event began with a video 
screening that focused on Pal- 
estinian immigration in Latin 
America, which sparked an an 
intimate Q&A-style discussion 
about stigmas surrounding im- 
migration and how to coexist 
with identities outside of their 
ethnic groups. 

One video, “Palestinian in 
Latin America: Between As- 
similation and Long-Distance 
Nationalism,” focused on three 
time frames regarding the Pal- 
estinian immigration § experi- 
ence to Latin America, which 
has the largest population of 
Palestenians outside of South- 
west Asia. The three topics dis- 
cussed were the socio-economic 
factors behind the emigration, 
how Palestinians connect to 


7 
ia 


- 5 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 2020 


Reflecting on the journeys of today 


- 


Titans gather in the Asian Pacific American Resource Center to discuss Palestinian immigration and identity. 


their identity in Latin America 
while preserving their culture 
and the struggles of returning to 
their homeland. 

Another video, “Why Chile 
is Giving Citizenship to Pal- 
estinian Refugees” by Al Ja- 
zeera English, a Qatari televi- 
sion news channel, highlighted 
the Palestinian community that 
found refuge in Santiago, Chile 
and explained how they created 
a safe space and home within a 
country outside of their original 
homelands. 

Dina Bdaiwi, Social Justice 
Student Educator at APARC, 
hosted the event and facilitated 
a discussion with the event at- 
tendees following the two vid- 
eos shown. Bdaiwi understands 
that many people have close 


ties to immigration and wants 
them to be aware of the similar- 
ities and differences within each 
journey. 

“I think that this can help 
people to see bonds, intercon- 
nectedness with each other and 
our struggles and find sources 
of support, community,” Bdai- 
wi said. 

While the video talks about 
historical experiences of immi- 
gration dating back to the late 
1800s, immigration can be a re- 
flection of the journeys of today, 
said Seleena Mukbel, vice pres- 
ident for Students for Justice in 
Palestine. 

“I think it’s important to see 
where students come from, from 
all different areas and the strug- 
gles that their ancestors have 


been through and how it par- 
allels to current struggles and 
current climates that happen to- 
day,” Mukbel said. 

Mukbel and Halisi agreed that 
due to the lack of reliable infor- 
mation regarding the Palestin- 
ian community, these events can 
also help with strengthening 
an individual’s cultural tie and 
identity. 

“I would love anyone that’s 
Palestinian identified to connect 
with their culture and under- 
stand that their community mat- 
ters and reflects how they are on 
campus,” said Mukbel. 

With the Immigration Nar- 
rative events, Bdaiwi wants 
to create an open learning 
space for Titans to join in on 
the conversation regarding the 
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resilience and adaptability of 
immigrants. 

“I want people to recog- 
nize the marginalization within 
marginalization,” Bdaiwi said. 
“What it’s like to be either an 
immigrant or a refugee being 
stripped away from their home 
country, and how painful the 
experience is, but how people 
survive and make a home for 
themselves.” 

The next Immigration Narra- 
tives will be on March 11 from 
5 p.m. to 7 p.m. in the Diversity 
Resource Center in the Pollak 
Library, and it will highlight the 
Pakistani community. The third 
event will be on April 29 from 5 
p.m. to 7 p.m. in the same loca- 
tion to discuss the Vietnamese 
community. 
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ASI seeks input 
on ethnic studies 


Student leaders survey 
campus regarding potential 
graduation requirement. 


JESSICA BENDA 
Editor 


The Associated Students board 
of directors is collecting feedback 
on the controversial Assembly Bill 
1460, which would implement three 
units of an ethnic studies course as a 
CSU graduation requirement. 

ASI Chief Campus Relations Of- 
ficer Claire Jenkins sent out a cam- 
pus-wide survey on Monday to 
generate a student-based response 
for the possible ethnic studies re- 
quirement, and the feedback will 
be given to the state-wide Academ- 
ic Senate and the CSU Chancellor’s 
Office. Vice President of Academ- 
ic Affairs Pamella Oliver said input 
was requested by the state-wide Ac- 
ademic Senate and the CSU Chan- 
cellor’s Office to get a better idea of 
the campus’ thoughts on the ethnic 
studies requirement, regardless of 
whether AB 1460 is passed as law. 

“They want to know, if this be- 
comes a law or if it doesn’t, how 
are we going to implement ethnic 
studies onto campus?” Oliver said 
in a Tuesday address to the board of 
directors. “Tf it’s a law, the chancel- 
lor’s office has to implement it. 

If it’s not a law, Academic Sen- 
ate is recommending that we have 
an ethnic studies class.’ ASI mem- 
bers will be speaking with various 
groups and gathering comments 
from the surveys that were emailed, 
and then they will decide on a gen- 
eral consensus, Oliver said. 

The mandatory ethnic studies 
course would not be an additional 
three units. Instead, it would replace 
a current general education require- 
ment. The number of required gen- 
eral education units will remain the 
same. 

Oliver said that options being 
considered are the three required 
lower-division units of ethnic stud- 
ies — which would be mandated if 


AB 1460 passes — as well as an up- 
per division reflective element. She 
explained that the upper division 
element would involve implement- 
ing what students had learned, such 
as going out into the community or 
completing a service project. 

Oliver said another possibility 
is the overlay of ethnic studies into 
current courses, which is currently 
what the cultural diversity require- 
ment, Area Z in the CSUF cata- 
logue, is for. “An overlay means you 
have an existing course and you put 
the learning outcomes in that partic- 
ular course. So I teach developmen- 
tal psychology. I could look at an 
overlay of how oppression and dis- 
crimination has caused anxiety and 
depression in our college students,” 
Oliver said. 

The learning objectives of ethnic 
studies would explore concepts such 
as social justice, racialization and 
equity, as well as strive to teach stu- 
dents how to be active in combating 
issues of race and ethnicity long af- 
ter they leave the classroom. 

Last October, CSUF’s Academ- 
ic Senate passed a resolution “sup- 
porting the campus autonomy in 
implementing an ethnic studies re- 
quirement.” The meeting generat- 
ed criticism for spending too much 
time on the wording of the resolu- 
tion rather than looking over the stu- 
dent and faculty feedback that ASI 
had collected. Members from Stu- 
dents for Quality Education across 
the state launched a call to action 
last week, urging people to call their 
senators in support of AB 1460. 

ASI President Aaron Aguilar en- 
couraged people to share the survey 
on their social media and spread it 
around campus. “J cannot encour- 
age you all enough — please take 
the survey. We’re really trying to get 
as many folks to fill it out as pos- 
sible because not everyone checks 
their campus emails, not everyone 
is in the know about how much of 
an impact this could have on our 
campus,” Aguilar said. 

The survey closes Monday, Feb- 
ruary 24 at 5 p.m. 
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News 3 


Plan for homeless shelter gains traction 


More than 300 unsheltered 
people reside in Fullerton, 
according to the city. 


DIANA TRAN 
Asst. Editor 


Plans to construct a 150-bed 
homeless recuperative care and 
navigation center moved forward 
at the Fullerton City Council on 
Tuesday night. 

The plan is funded by the Ilu- 
mination Foundation, a non-prof- 
it group that provides services to 
aid those experiencing home- 
lessness, and it overcame an ap- 
peal earlier this month. 

There are 1,596 unsheltered 
people experiencing homeless- 
ness in North Orange County, 
and 308 of them reside in Fuller- 
ton, according to the city council 
agenda report. 

The council unanimously 
passed the resolution to nego- 
tiate an operational agreement 
with the foundation, but oth- 
er points in the proposal were 


heavily debated before a deci- 
sion could be made. 

These points included approv- 
ing a lease guarantee for the I]- 
lumination Foundation, finding 
ways to meet the state-mandat- 
ed Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment goals and delegat- 
ing church and city-owned land 
for the creation of affordable 
housing. 

The Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment is requiring Fuller- 
ton to develop 13,180 housing 
units, which Mayor Pro Tem Jan 
Flory said will be tough because 
the city is already built-out. 

“Many cities, including this 
one, have opposed that require- 
ment, because that is going to 
change the character of our town 
completely and forever,’ Flory 
said. 


Councilmember Jesus Silva 


agreed and said the number was 
out of control, but he felt Ful- 
lerton has been a leader in ad- 
dressing homelessness and could 
work to meet that requirement. 
“We as a city council have 


supported moving ahead and 
providing attainable, digni- 
fied housing to our residents, so 
I could agree with that,” Silva 
said. 

In a presentation by the Ful- 
lerton Homeless Planning Com- 
mittee, pastor of First Christian 
Church of Fullerton Rev. Dr. 
Mandye Yates divulged key find- 
ings from talks with experts on 
homelessness. 

“It costs more to the city and 
the taxpayers to keep people liv- 
ing on the streets,’ Yates said. 
“The average person experienc- 
ing homelessness costs approxi- 
mately $100,000 per person per 
year.” 

She said the costs come from 
covering health care, tax and toll 
on the police department and ba- 
sic expenses to the city, such as 
cleaning up. 

Yates followed that statement 
by saying it would cost approx- 
imately $50,000 per person per 
year to build permanent afford- 
able housing. 

Although 


the council was 


quick to approve the operation- 
al agreement for the Illumina- 
tion Foundation, Flory expressed 
hesitation with the lease guaran- 
tee with Dyer 18, LLC. 

“This city has tied around its 
neck a couple of dreadful leas- 
es that were written in the ear- 
ly 1990s. I’m just concerned that 
the council blesses this,” Flory 
said. 

With dissenting votes from 
Flory and Councilmember Bruce 
Whitaker, the motion was passed 
with a 3-2 vote. 

On the topic of housing be- 
ing built on church property, the 
intent to look into this prospect 
was passed 4-1 after a lengthy 
discussion surrounding Whitak- 
er’s qualms with the idea. 

He felt the resolution was 
vague, and that passing it with- 
out making it more specific 
would be like stepping in pot- 
holes in the city. 

“T understand the urge to fast 
track things, but there’s other 
problems. It should not be nec- 
essary to tread legislatively on 


the rights of many in order to 
provide assistance to the few,” 
Whitaker said. 

Councilmember Ahmad Zah- 
ra responded by bringing up the 
6,665 elementary school kids in 
Fullerton who are living in pov- 
erty, making up almost 50% of 
that population. 

“This is not about the few. 
This is about the many in our 
city,” Zahra said. 

The council also voted 4-1 to 
table the plans to build housing 
on city-owned land to meet the 
Regional Housing Needs As- 
sessment requirements. 

Flory ultimately praised the 
Fullerton Homeless Planning 
Committee for their detailed rec- 
ommendations in their agenda 
report, and she urged residents 
to consider reading it through. 

“It is a story of homelessness 
in our city, and it starts with 
where we are and what the city 
has done,” Flory said. “I thank 
you, the committee members, 
for the hard work you did here 
for us.” 


Fullerton councilmembers debated funding for a plan to address homelessness at Tuesday’s city council meeting. 
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CSU may recieve 


billions in bonds 


Proposition 13 could fund 
facilities for state schools, 
colleges and universities. 


HOSAM ELATTAR 


Freelancer 


Proposition 13, the only mea- 
sure on the statewide ballot for 
the March elections, will allow 
voters to decide whether Cali- 
fornia should authorize $15 bil- 
lion in bonds for the revamping 
and construction of education- 
al facilities from K-12 schools 
all the way to the University 
level. 

Those in favor of the propo- 
sition argue that it will improve 
educational facilities and make 
schools and universities safer. 

The Associated Students 
board of directors unanimously 
passed a resolution to support 
Proposition 13 at Tuesday’s 
meeting. 

Critics argue that the prop- 
osition will keep taxpayers 
on the hook for about $27 bil- 
lion— $15 billion for the 
bonds and about $12 billion in 
interest. 

A vote against Prop 13 would 
mean that the state could not 
authorize such bonds. 

A vote in favor of Prop 13 
would divide the money be- 
tween schools, community col- 
leges, the University of Cali- 
fornia and the California State 
University system, with a bulk 
of the money going towards 
K-12 schools and $6 billion for 
higher education facilities, ac- 
cording to the Legislative Ana- 
lyst’s Office (LAO). 

Approval of the  proposi- 
tion will increase state costs to 
$740 million a year including 


interest for the next 35 years. 
The payments will come from 
general fund tax revenues, ac- 
cording to LAO. 

The CSU system would re- 
ceive $2 billion for the pur- 
pose of modernization of cam- 
pus buildings, construction of 
projects approved by the CSU 
Board of Trustees, and the ac- 
quisition of land for future con- 
struction purposes. 
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As CSU students, 
we need all the 
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TORI HUST 


“Here around campus, half 
of our academic buildings are 
over 40 years old.” said Tori 
Hust, Associated Students 
chief government officer. 

These projects are intended 
to improve health and safety 
conditions, such as earthquake 
and fire safety, as well as cre- 
ate affordable housing for stu- 
dents, according to the Secre- 
tary of State website. 

Hust spoke about what the 
money would mean for Cal 
State Fullerton before the 
board of directors voted on a 
resolution. 

“$120 million in investments 
would go to support infrastruc- 
ture improvement projects, ad- 
dress critical infrastructure 
inefficiencies and to build sci- 
ence laboratory replacement,” 
Hust said. 

The proposition needs 55% 
of the vote on the March 
3rd primary elections to be 
approved. 
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4 Opinion 


The disabled & 
neurodiversecommunities 
deserve more respect. 


Inclusivity starts wit 


JESSICA BERNAL 
Asst. Editor 


The stigmatization of dis- 
abilities often dictates the life- 
styles of disabled and neurodi- 
verse communities. It can be as 
indirect as avoiding eye con- 
tact, but it’s small gestures like 
these that speak louder than 
words. These actions solidify 
the harmful idea that being dif- 
ferent is abnormal. 

The Americans with Dis- 
abilities Act defines “a person 
with a disability as a person 
who has a physical or mental 
impairment that substantially 
limits one or more major life 
activity.” This definition also 
includes those who no longer 
have a disability, but do have 
a past record of one or are re- 
garded as being disabled. 

The harm of stigmatization is 
that it clumps mental illnesses 
and disabilities into an undesir- 
able group, regardless of actu- 
al conditions. Appearance can 
also indefinitely stereotype an 
individual with a disability. 

There is often a fear of being 
around people with disabilities; 
it is the fear of not knowing 
how to act. But that discomfort 
is normal in the beginning, un- 
til the barriers are broken and 
a new, more inclusive world 
opens up. 

Derogatory terms to describe 
a disability include the r-word, 
crippled and handicapped, ac- 
cording to Employer Assis- 
tance and Resource Network 
on Disability Inclusion. 


Dance needs to 


Dancers don’t have to be 
thin in order to perform 
iconic ballets. 
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CATIE ROBINSON 
Staff Writer 


When one envisions a ballet 
dancer, the Sugar Plum Fairy 
in “The Nutcracker,” the black 
and white swans in “Swan 
Lake” or the ghostly Wilis in 
“Giselle” may come to mind. 
While each performance tells 
a different story, the inhuman 
characters all carry the same 
typical portrayal: white and 
thin. 

If the stories dancers tell on 
stage are unique and eclec- 
tic, why are the bodies that tell 
those stories indistinguishable? 
Dance as an art form has long 
been kept exclusive, and that 
does a disservice to both danc- 
ers and audiences. 

In fact, the typical skinny 
ballerina wasn’t quintessential 
until it was popularized by cho- 
reographer George Balanchine, 
who founded the New York 
City Ballet in 1948. Balanchine 
not only wanted his danc- 
ers to be quick enough for his 
graceful and trademark moves 
like the petit allegro, but he 
also wanted them wispy thin. 
With long necks, small heads, 
lengthy legs and narrow hips, 
his desired aesthetic bordered 
on prepubescent and skeletal, 
and as the popularity of ballet 
spread across America, so did 
his image of the ideal dancer. 

Dancers spend hours in front 


In some cases, these terms 
are used on purpose, but other 
times the words have become 
so normalized that the negative 
connotations associated with 
them have been lost. 

The real issue is that peo- 
ple with mental illnesses or 
disabilities are often excluded 
and treated poorly. Individuals 
with disabilities are often pit- 
ied, avoided, stared at or talk- 
ed about, and treated as if they 
do not exist, according to the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

@specialbooksbyspecialk- 
ids is an Instagram account 
that interviews people from the 
disabled community, provid- 
ing them with a platform and 
a voice. Many of these inter- 
views depict the harsh realities 
of living with a disability. 


of mirrors examining their own 
bodies and picking apart flaws 
as they practice and rehearse. 
Ballet’s focus on the physi- 
cal form can generate obses- 
sion and competitiveness, es- 
pecially in young students who 
wear form-fitting clothes to 
better show their alignment as 
they compete against peers for 
roles. 

All of these factors can lead 
to an increased risk of develop- 
ing eating disorders, as a 2014 
study concluded. It showed that 
dancers are three times more 
likely to develop eating dis- 
orders such as anorexia, com- 
pared to their peers who don’t 
dance. 

Despite not having a tra- 
ditional ballet body, dancer 
Misty Copeland became the 
first African American female 
principal dancer for the Amer- 
ican Ballet Theatre in 2015, 
which is the highest rank in a 
ballet company. 

Still, critics have been harsh 
on Copeland for not fitting the 
image of a typical ballerina. In 
a personal essay, Copeland re- 
counted how she was advised 
to lose weight by the American 
Ballet Theatre’s artistic staff, 
despite being 5-foot-2 inches 
and weighing 108 pounds. 

After being advised by a doc- 
tor to use birth control to reg- 
ulate her period, Copeland 
gained weight, and even after 
her body adjusted to the pill, 
she was left with a curvier fig- 
ure that Balanchine would have 
shunned. Despite the criticism 
she has received, Copeland 
found confidence in her own 
body, performing in many lead 
roles for ABT and other com- 
panies, as well as starring in a 
viral ad for Under Armour in 
2014. 

Another dancer who has had 
to overcome criticism of her 
body is Michaela DePrince. 
Originally from Sierra Leone, 
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The interviewees recount the 
harsh words, stares and whis- 
pers that they have endured, 
but they also express the de- 
sire for friendship and happi- 
ness. Many of the interviewees 
simply want to be included and 
for people to smile and talk to 
them. 

Being communicative and 
inclusive goes a long way. For 
many people with disabilities, 
receiving a friendly smile or 
making a friend is all they tru- 
ly want. 

Having a disability does not 
mean someone receives spe- 
cial treatment. Individuals 
with disabilities should be af- 
forded an equal playing field, 
meaning that they should re- 
ceive the necessary accommo- 
dations to allow them equal 
opportunities. It doesn’t mean 
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they should be spoken down to, 
spoken to in a baby voice or en- 
dure crass comments. 

The reality is, disabilities 
will affect nearly 26% of peo- 
ple in the U.S. at some point in 
their lives. Not everyone has to 
be born with a disability; some 
can develop one later in life or 
one can be caused by injuries. 
Breaking a bone would consti- 
tute a disability, but society of- 
ten associates disabilities with 
long-term illnesses. 

It is important to create an 
inclusive environment by un- 
derstanding that people with 
disabilities carry the same 
emotions as any other human 
and therefore endure the same 
pain. 

It is also crucial to recognize 
that a disability does not de- 
fine a person. At the moment, 


embrace body 


DePrince began to study bal- 
let after being adopted by an 
American family. As a teenag- 
er, one of her teachers told her 
that “we don’t put a lot of ef- 
fort into black girls, because 
they end up having big boobs 
and big thighs.” Now, as a so- 
loist with the Dutch National 
Ballet, DePrince works to in- 
spire young girls who aren’t 
well-represented in ballet. 
When dance students only 


see one type of body represent- 
ed on stage, they believe that is 
what they must be in order to 
be successful. As a result, they 
either change their body to fit 
the mold, or quit. 

Sometimes teachers pass this 
mindset on to their students, be- 
lieving that understanding this 
reality is the only way for them 
to become professional danc- 
ers and that they are preventing 
them future disappointment. It 
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some people prefer person-first 
language rather than disabili- 
ty-first language. Person-first 
language means that the person 
is not to be identified by their 
disability. However, determin- 
ing which term to use depends 
on the disabled individual’s 
preference. 

Every disability is differ- 
ent. Just because two people 
have the same diagnosis does 
not mean they share the same 
experience. 

A national awareness day 
called Spread the Word to 
End the Word is coming up on 
March 4, 2020. This is a cam- 
paign for people to pledge to 
end their use of the r-word. 
Rather than stick to the offen- 
sive norm of using derogatory 
language, the best word to re- 
member is inclusion. 


versity 


becomes a cycle. If more body 
types and races were represent- 
ed on stage, any dance student 
could find someone to admire 
and be inspired by. 

What Copeland and DePrince 
have achieved despite the ad- 
versity is inspirational. As new 
generations of dancers begin to 
take the stage, the days of noth- 
ing but thin and white profes- 
sional dancers will take their 
final bows. 
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‘Lstew,.] BoJack finally finds self-actualization 


The final season of the 
original Netflix show 
brings realism to comedy. 


REBECCA MENA 
Editor 


If there is one magical thing 
about the world of animation, it 
is the numerous characters that 
are able to reach inside a view- 
er’s chest, hold their heart in a 
wrenched fist and squeeze out 
their tears into a delicious cup 
of sympathy. 

Many of today’s cartoons 
are nuanced, featuring deep- 
ly-flawed characters that res- 
onate with their audience. A 
washed-up, alcoholic and de- 
pressed anthropomorphic 
horse is one of those charac- 
ters. It is BoJack — Horseman, 
obviously. 

Netflix premiered its original 
adult comedy series “BoJack 
Horseman” in August, 2014. 
After debuting its first sea- 
son, critics came to an agree- 
ment that the show “pales in 
comparison to similar come- 
dies,’ culminating in an ini- 
tial critical score of 67% on 
RottenTomatoes. 

As adult comedy shows tend 
to do, “BoJack Horseman” took 
a turn for the better in terms 
of ratings and audience size. 
It continued to peak as a one- 
of-a-kind animated series that 
exposed the unapologetic side 
of mental disorders, addictions 
and not-so-nice people — all of 
which are traits that summarize 
BoJack’s persona. 

Despite its initial resem- 
blance to sitcoms that feature 
well-implemented pop culture 
references and puns, it was 
a necessary start for a show 
that would eventually deliver 
the hard punchline in its final 
season. 

The 77-episode series re- 
volves around the titular Los 
Angeles resident and sitcom 
star BoJack Horseman (Will 
Arnett) and his dragged-out 


threads of problematic behav- 
ior. His petty and impulsive ac- 
tions rope in essential charac- 
ters who also find themselves 
burdened with personal issues 
that have no easy solutions. 

Here is an obligatory spoiler 
alert before this divulges plot 
elements the reader might not 
know. 

As the seasons progressed, 
those characters were frequent- 
ly pushed by BoJack’s harmful 
antics, which left them ques- 
tioning their affiliation with 
him. 

His past love interest and 
close friend Diane Nguyen (A1- 
ison Brie) packed up her bags 
and migrated East, escaping the 
convoluted lifestyle of L.A. and 
her disastrous marriage to Mr. 
Peanutbutter (Paul F. Tomp- 
kins). His agent, Princess Car- 
olyn (Amy Sedaris), became 
a tough cookie and started to 
build an unconventional family 
with her assistant and adopted 
baby porcupine. 

There is one particular char- 
acter many viewers were root- 
ing for: BoJack’s ex-roommate 
and proud asexual Todd Chavez 
(Aaron Paul) grew out of his 
naiveté and received the char- 
acter development fans were 
rooting for. 

In this complex plot about 
life that involves adults who 
seem to have no clue how to go 
about it, the characters man- 
aged to grow in their own in- 
dividual ways and finally get 
it together. It left BoJack in an 
existential dilemma that first 
began at the end of Season 1: Is 
he a good person deep down, or 
is he doomed due to his self-de- 
structive habits? 

When all of his wrongdoings 
throughout the show are add- 
ed up, it would seem fair to say 
that “nobody’s gonna love that 
guy,” as Bojack stated on his 
official Twitter account. 

Case in point, BoJack al- 
most had sex with his friend’s 
17-year-old daughter, back- 
stabbed his best friend and the 


creator of his first major show 
gig, had sex with his ex-co- 
worker and sitcom daughter 
and abandoned his demen- 
tia-ridden mother. 

But life is complex. It is more 
than just the good and the bad, 
and some viewers might have 
a hard time deciding where 
to stand. Considering that his 
childhood was jam-packed with 
abuse and alcoholism, viewers 
know BoJack did not get up one 
morning and decide to be mor- 
ally bankrupt. 

Bojack’s attempts at apolo- 
gizing are sad to watch, and 
the empty apologies leave the 
people in his life feeling help- 
less. Rather than do something 
about his actions, the humanoid 
horse has the well-ingrained 
habit of whining about his tox- 
icity rather than making the 


effort to change it. 

Aside from the massive mess 
that comes with being a played- 
out ‘90s actor, the comedic re- 
lief — a key to the show’s suc- 
cess — is another contributor 
to the difficulty of deciding 
where BoJack stands on the 
morality chart. How can people 
in the audience stay mad at the 
errors of his ways when a joke 
comes right after a low blow? 

The punchline on the predic- 
ament of Bojack’s morality is 
eventually delivered, but with- 
out the help of humor. 

Season 6 dissolved the usual 
slapstick of the show, and it left 
the viewers who gave Bojack 
the benefit of the doubt feel- 
ing betrayed because they wore 
rose-colored glasses in the pri- 
or seasons — just as Mr. Pea- 
nutbutter had. 
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Although the show’s turn of 
events reminds the critics of 
the route the drama show “Mad 
Men” had taken by its end, this 
similarity was applauded rath- 
er than lambasted, like Sea- 
son | was for following sitcom 
tropes. Nonetheless, the show 
ended on a high-rated score of 
96% on RottenTomatoes. 

Ever since Netflix cut the 
cartoon’s production short last 
year, there were doubts as to 
how the series would end. 

But maybe that’s how and 
when the ending was supposed 
to be, and that’s what keeps the 
animated series so greatly ap- 
preciated by fans. As Diane 
put it in the last moments of 
the season, “You can be grate- 
ful for them even if they were 
never meant to be in your life 
forever.” 


Movie 
EVIE 


The success of the film 
promises hope for the future 
of video game adapations. 


BLAKE MARA 
Staff Writer 


Over the past 30 years, mov- 
ie adaptations of video games 
have developed a bad reputa- 
tion. From “Super Mario Bros.” 
to “Assassin’s Creed,” these 
movies fail to represent the 
source material and lack a con- 
nection with modern audiences. 
Fortunately, “Sonic the Hedge- 
hog” is, without a doubt, the 
first successful film adaptation 
of a video game. 

The film marks Jeff Fowler’s 
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live-action directorial debut. It 
follows Sonic the Hedgehog, 
voiced by Ben Schwartz, as he 
adapts to living his new life on 
Earth and befriends small-town 
police officer Tom Wachowski, 
played by James Marsden. 

The pair joins forces to stop 
the egomaniacal Dr. Robot- 
nik, played by Jim Carrey, who 
plans to use Sonic’s powers for 
his own nefarious needs. 

Past video game-based mov- 
ies have included convoluted 
plotlines for the sake of fan ser- 
vice. In the case of “Sonic the 
Hedgehog,” the plot is not en- 
tirely original, telling a simple 
fish-out-of-water road trip sto- 
ry. However, this plot serves 
the movie well and is sure to 


please both longtime fans and 
newcomers who may not be ful- 
ly initiated into the Sonic lore. 

During the film’s early mar- 
keting, fans and critics took im- 
mediate issue with Sonic’s hu- 
manoid design. This outrage 
prompted Paramount and Sega 
to redesign the character to bet- 
ter fit audience expectations. 

After the redesign, Sonic’s 
appearance is more similar to 
the video games, and he still 
retains his wit and charm as the 
fastest thing alive. 

Ben Schwartz’s voice perfor- 
mance captures the charm and 
charisma of Sonic, while also 
effectively conveying serious 
emotion when the movie calls 
for it. 


On the other side of the spec- 
trum, Jim Carrey’s _ perfor- 
mance as Dr. Robotnik is zany 
and over-the-top, similar to his 
role in “Ace Ventura: Pet De- 
tective.” In fact, his perfor- 
mance manages to overshadow 
the rest of the cast, despite how 
cartoonish it is. 

While Carrey’s over-exag- 
gerated performance would 
typically be viewed as a detri- 
ment, he is staying true to the 
Sonic lore, capturing the mani- 
acal personality that Dr. Robot- 
nik is well known for. Had he 
been portrayed as brooding or 
mild-mannered, then his per- 
formance would have become 
a major flaw. Luckily, Carrey 
delivers. 
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‘Sonic the Hedgehog’ speeds into success 


James Marsden gives a ser- 
viceable portrayal of Tom Wa- 
chowski, a small-town police 
officer with a heart of gold who 
develops a camaraderie with 
Sonic. 

In spite of an over-reliance 
on CGI, the action sequences 
in “Sonic the Hedgehog” stand 
out in a positive way. From 
Sonic’s fights on a freeway to 
his eventual clash with Dr. Ro- 
botnik, the action is both enter- 
taining and humorous. 

Throughout the movie, sever- 
al easter eggs are featured from 
the games, the TV shows and 
even from the fanbase itself, so 
Sonic fans were guaranteed to 
feel some nostalgia. 

While “Sonic the Hedgehog” 
manages to capture the cool 
vibe of the blue hedgehog, the 
film doesn’t introduce anything 
new in terms of story beats and 
plot development. 

The concept of having two 
characters go on a road trip is 
almost reminiscent of mov- 
ies like “Harold & Kumar Go 
to White Castle” and “Planes, 
Trains, and Automobiles,” 
but in the case of “Sonic,” it 
works. 

Another major criticism of 
the movie is its use of product 
placement, the most blatant of 
which is Olive Garden. It’s al- 
most as if the characters in the 
movie are more enticed by the 
endless pasta bar and _ bread- 
sticks rather than Sonic him- 
self. By the end, when it does 
get mentioned, it greatly de- 
tracts from the story. 

Despite its similarities to 
other buddy road trip movies 
and the glaring use of prod- 
uct placement, Sonic carries 
his own movie with wit and 
charm. This is the definitive 
video game movie, and serves 
as a good omen for future video 
game movie adaptations such 
as “Metal Gear Solid,’ “Un- 
charted” and the “Mortal Kom- 
bat” 2021 remake. 
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Winston Duke talks upcoming film ‘Nine Days’ 


Actor shares experience 
collaborating with director 
on intimate indie film. 


DANIEL VENEGAS 
Asst. Editor 


As a relative newcomer who 
has already garnered attention 
with prominent roles in films 
like “Us,” “Black Panther” 
and several “Avengers” install- 
ments, Winston Duke contin- 
ues to rise as an actor with each 
new project he takes on. 

During his recent visit to Cal 
State Fullerton, the Daily Ti- 
tan had a chance to speak with 
Duke about some of his upcom- 
ing roles, as well as hear his 
insight on some of his biggest 
roles. 

Duke stars in the upcoming 
film “Nine Days” which made 
a splash at this year’s Sundance 
Film Festival. 

He plays Will, an audi- 
tor of souls on a plane of exis- 
tence that functions as a kind of 
purgatory. 

This plane manifests as a 
house on a prairie, where Will 
must choose one of five people 
to be born into the real world. 
The catch is that once he choos- 
es,the others will cease to exist 
forever. 

The premise was inspired 
by director Edson Oda’s uncle, 
who commited suicide when 
he was a child. Duke was giv- 
en unprecedented access to this 
project that is so dear to Oda’s 
heart. 

“I was included in almost ev- 
ery aspect of that production, so 
I’m also a producer on the film 
— an executive producer on the 
film. I got to help with cast- 
ing. I got to help with talking 
through finance and what we’re 
going to do, where we’re going 
to shoot,” Duke said. 

“Nine Days” made its debut 
this year at Sundance, and it has 
ties to the Sundance Institute, 
which assists many independent 
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Actor and producer Winston Duke poses for photos with students at Cal State Fullerton on Feb. 3. 


filmmakers to help them real- 
ize their creative visions. 

Both Oda and his screenplay 
went through the Sundance In- 
stitute Screenwriters Lab. 

“Edson is the definition of 
a collaborator, so we _ went 
through the script, changed the 
language, made it a little more 
tailored toward my logic as this 
character. And he did that with 
all the other actors as well,” 
Duke said. 

Duke also mentioned that 
Sundance was accommodat- 
ing throughout the filmmak- 
ing process. “Sundance has a 
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wonderful way of preparing all 
their alum and the people who 
work with them, with anything 
they need to get the story to the 
next level,” Duke said. 

Duke came on board a few 
weeks before production to 
work with Oda. The way he de- 
scribes it, he is very apprecia- 
tive of the experience he had 
working on “Nine Days.” 

“That’s the product of shared 
vision, really beautifully. It was 
like nothing else. On the fi- 
nal day, we walked outside af- 
ter shooting and there were 
two rainbows. It was like the 


heavens were saying this was 
the story, this was meant to be,” 
Duke said. 

“Nine Days” isn’t the only 
project Duke has coming up. 
He also co-starred with Mark 
Wahlberg in the Netflix orig- 
inal action-comedy film 
“Spenser Confidential,’ set to 
premiere on March 6. Also up- 
coming is his much anticipated 
return as M’Baku in the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe. 

Duke was last seen as M’Ba- 
ku in “Avengers: Infinity War” 
and “Avengers: Endgame,” bat- 
tling alongside some of Earth’s 


mightiest heroes to stop Thanos 
from wiping out half the popu- 
lation of the universe. 

With that phase of the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe wrapped 
up, fans are wondering when 
they will get to see M’Baku 
again. 

“Well, M’Baku back on the 
screen, I’m hoping is going to 
be in Black Panther 2, but as 
you know, Disney does not say 
anything, at all. Ever. So Pm 
just waiting to figure things 
out. But from how everything 
looks, it’s looking good,” Duke 
said. 
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Ambition rules your world and 
you’re hungry for a win right 
now. The very next target that 


NY 
ES 


Heer you need to hit is high on the 
pe. a7 ladder of professional success. 
AU The price of wisdom weighs 

on your mind as the Moon 

RU > collides with stern Saturn and 
ae 50) powerful Pluto. Limitations 


arise and fears try to sneak 
in, but your convictions are strong now. 


EM Intimacy issues press you 

to ruminate over things 

| N | like personal boundaries, 

(May 21- the sharing of resources, 
Jun. 20) 


and power dynamics in your 
relationships. 


Disapproval and withdrawal 
in relationships can leave 
you feeling cold right 

now, and it looks like the 
only way out is through. 
However, emotional release helps to 
clear the air and restore harmony. 
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(ul. 23- 
Aug. 22} 


Responsibilities get the better of 
you and could sour your attitude 
toward work today. If you 

need a change in perspective, 
consider the respect you'll earn 
from your coworkers or friends for 
dispatching your tasks. 
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(Aug. 23- 
Sep. 22) 


Relationships are infused 
with fawning adoration, 
making romantic encounters 
seem heaven-sent. Be 
somewhat cautious of 
steering a platonic relationship into 
passionate waters. 


It’s very important to surround 
yourself with beauty at this time. 
Think about redecorating your 
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(Sep 23- home and office with pictures, 
Oct. 22) ; 
owers, or a nice new piece of 
furniture. 


A busy morning of making 
decisions, running errands, 
and getting organized 
gives you a_ sense of 
accomplishment. This spurs 
your motivation and clears the way for 
a period of high-yielding ideas. 
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(Oct. 23- 
Nov. 21) 


AGITT Feelings are mixed 
ARI U S between caution and 
optimism today as you 

(Nov. 22- EP . Y y 
Dec. 21) consider your finances 


and personal possessions. 
You have grandiose ideas about what 
you want to acquire. 


Valuable 


APRI insights you 
may have overlooked 

CORN come easier to you 
ea ot now, giving you the 


information needed to 
change course. If you’re afraid to take 
a chance, don’t worry. 
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lan. 20- 
Feb. 18) 


You’re inspired to help 
others in meaningful 
ways today, driven by a 
deep empathy for people 
across the globe. You’re 
a humanitarian by nature, but today’s 
energies bring a more spiritual sense. 
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Your associations with others 

are highlighted now and 

you’re ready to make a 

(Feb. 19- — commitment to your circle of 

Mar. 20) friends or another group you 
belong to. You may be taking a stance 
for or against something. 
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Industry: Motivating aspiring animators 


CONTINUED FROM | 1 

The panelists discussed the 
importance of networking and 
how essential connecting is in 
order to thrive in the industry. 

Paul Jun, co-founder & CEO 
of Filmocracy, regrets not un- 
derstanding the value of net- 
working at an early age. He 
used to only network when he 
needed a job; it wasn’t a con- 
stant in his early career. 

“There’s a new startup man- 
tra that goes around saying 
make friends, not contacts,” 
Jun said. 

Jun also alluded to the fact 
that networking is more like 
tending to a garden than col- 
lecting a bunch of cards when 
you need them. 

Jun wasn’t the only panel- 
ist echoing the importance of 
networking.“The idea of mak- 
ing friends and not contacts 


is super valid and important. 
The advice that I kind of wish I 
knew is you’re not going to be 
friends with everybody,” said 
Sean Gantka, a producer at 
Nickelodeon. 

Despite forming good re- 
lationships with many _ peo- 
ple, there are some people 
he is unable to connect with. 
“It’s about having those genu- 
ine connections that matter,” 
said Gantka. When it comes to 
finding help for projects, he of- 
ten works with the friends he’s 
made by networking. 

The panelists also shared the 
reality that comes from begin- 
ning a career in entertainment 
and animation. 

Artists go into the field hop- 
ing to create their own work 
and develop their own proj- 
ects. Gantka made it clear to 
the students that the reality 
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of working for a large compa- 
ny means they begin their ca- 
reers working on other people’s 
projects. 

“When I get interns that 
come in, they’re like, ‘I want 
to create my own show.’ That’s 
awesome! What are you going 
to do for the 20 years before 
that?” said Gantka. 

Gantka has seen creativi- 
ty die when an artist’s expec- 
tations are not met, so he felt 
it was important that the au- 
dience understood what they 
were getting themselves into. 

Working in Animation 
comes with a lot of stress 
and problem-solving, so Mi- 
guel Baltazar, an animator 
at Dreamworks, enjoys being 
able to be silly at work. At the 
Dreamworks office, animators 
have nerf gun battles that help 
alleviate their stress. 
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LIVING ON CAMPUS STARTER PACK 


“It’s a way not to take our- 
selves too seriously — to have 
that flexibility to let loose and 
have fun,” Baltazar said. 

The speakers at the event 
also highlighted the impor- 
tance of seeing the meaning 
behind previous work or edu- 
cational experiences. 

Sean Gantka discussed 
how important it is to not see 
past work involvement at face 
value. 

“Don’t look at like, ‘Oh, ’'m 
flipping burgers,’ but what are 
you doing? You’re assembling 
something. You’re working as a 
team. Look at the greater skill 
sets and understand whatev- 
er it is you’re doing and how it 
will make you better at what- 
ever you're going to do,” Gant- 
ka said. 

Another heavily discussed 
subject was satisfaction from 


work. The panelists discussed 
how much they love their job 
and going to work every morn- 
ing, but how it is still hard 
work. 

“It’s similar to a relation- 
ship. There’s going to be hard- 
ships. You’re not always going 
to agree. You’re going to hate 
each other once and awhile. 
But ultimately, the good parts 
of it heavily outweigh and out- 
number the bad ones, and then 
you know it’s a pretty good re- 
lationship,” Gantka said. 

The amount of stress they 
experience regularly does not 
take from the love they have 
for working in such a creative 
environment. 

“When people become 
adults, they lose their sense of 
childhood, but their career al- 
lows them to bring it back,” 
Baltazar said. 
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8 Sports 


Cal State Fullerton will 
tip off against the Aggies 
today at 11a.m. 


ADAM MALDONADO 
Editor 


Cal State Fullerton women’s 
basketball will continue their 
three-game road trip at The Pa- 
vilion today to play against the 
UC Davis Aggies in a Big West 
Conference match-up that will 
impact playoff positioning for 
the conference tournament less 
than three weeks away. 

UC Davis currently has the 
best record in league play at 
9-2. CSUF sits fourth in the Big 
West with a 5-5 record, trailing 
the Aggies by three and a half 
games with six games remain- 
ing on their schedule. Simulta- 
neously, the Titans only lead last 
place Cal Poly San Luis Obis- 
po by three games, making the 
race to the postseason even more 
enticing. 

Fullerton looks to slow down 
UC Davis’ shooting, as they 
boast the best 3-point percent- 
age in the conference at 36%. 
It’s no surprise that the Aggies 
lead the Big West from behind 
the arc as they possess three of 
the top five 3-point shooters in 
the league: Katie Toole, Makai- 
la Sanders and Evanne Turner, 
who all register above 40% from 
distance. 

The Titans have the advantage 
against the Aggies in the scoring 
column as they lead the confer- 
ence with 69 points per game. 
UC Davis falls right behind at 
67 points per contest. CSUF 
also has guard Raina Perez in 
their arsenal, who leads the Big 
West with 20.3 points per game. 
She and back-court member 
Taylor Turney are also among 
the top-five in the league in as- 
sists with four a piece. 

The Titans split their two 
games last week against UC Ir- 
vine and Cal Poly SLO. During 


that stretch, UC Davis played 
the same teams, winning both 
outings. 

Last Thursday, CSUF was de- 
feated by UCI at the Bren Events 
Center, 82-75. Four players for 
the Anteaters reached double 
figures in the scoring column. 
UCI forward Sophia Locan- 
dro led all scorers in the con- 
test with 23 points, while also 
scoring eight rebounds, despite 
fouling out. She was followed by 


guard Lauren Saiki who had 18 
points with seven assists. 
Turney led the Titans with 
22 points. Amiee Book fur- 
ther helped the Titans’ efforts 
by adding 14 points of her own 
with seven rebounds. Saturday’s 
game against Cal Poly SLO 
proved to fare better for CSUF 
as they concluded the week with 
a 67-60 victory at Mott Gym. 
Perez stood out among the pack 
with a stellar performance of 24 
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Titans travel to league leading UC Davis 


points, nine rebounds and seven 
assists while also being produc- 
tive from the defensive end and 
picking up three steals. 

UC Davis won both of their 
games last week, each by double 
digits. 

They opened the week on 
Wednesday against Cal Poly 
SLO with a 71-58 victory over 
the Mustangs. Sage Stobbart 
led the Aggies, racking up a 
double-double consisting of 17 


The Titans meet with head coach Jeff Harada during a timeout against UC Santa Barbara on Jan. 25 at Titan Gym. 


points and 10 rebounds. Cierra 
Hall and Toole added 14 and 13 
points, respectively, while Toole 
also proved to be a problem on 
defense with two blocks and two 
steals. 

On Saturday, UC Davis fend- 
ed off UCI with a 65-53 win. 
Once again, Hall played solidly 
for the Aggies with a 17 point 14 
rebound performance. 

The contest today will tip off 
at The Pavilion at 11 a.m. 
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Women’s 
soccer kicks 
off spring slate 


CSUF will play eight games 
in their spring season 
starting on Feb. 22. 


KELLY BOONKRONG 


ELIZABETH TOVAR 
Staff Writers 


The Cal State Fullerton’s wom- 
en’s soccer team, led by head coach 
Demian Brown, released the dates 
for their eight upcoming games for 
the spring 2020 season. Of the eight 
games, six will be hosted at Titan 
Stadium with the remaining two be- 
ing held in Malibu, California. 

The first two games of the sea- 
son will be held at home this Satur- 
day, Feb. 22 at Titan Stadium where 
the Titans will host a double-header 
against UC Irvine at 12:30 p.m. and 
Cal State Los Angeles at 3:30 p.m. 

The next round of games slat- 
ed includes another double-head- 
er held in Titan Stadium on March 
15 where the Titans will face off 
against Cal Poly Pomona at 9 a.m. 
and San Diego at 5 p.m. 

On March 28, the Titans will 
compete against Loyola Mary- 
mount for a 10:30 a.m. match in 
Fullerton at Titan Stadium. 

Over spring break, the Titans will 
make their way to Pepperdine Uni- 
versity to play against both UCLA 
and Pepperdine. The match against 
UCLA will be at 1:15 p.m., followed 
by the match against Pepperdine 
at 3 p.m. After their two games at 
Pepperdine, the Titans will head 
back home for their last game of 
the spring 2020 season where they 
will go head-to-head against the LA 
Galaxy Orange County women’s 
team at 10 a.m. on April 18 at Titan 
Stadium. 

The 2019 season was a successful 
one for the women’s soccer team. 
After finishing the previous season 
last in the conference, this past sea- 
son they bounced back and finished 


as the Big West Champions. 

Though they lost their playoffs 
match 5-1 to USC in round one of 
the NCAA Tournament, they fin- 
ished their season with an overall 
record of 14-3-4 and made program 
history with a 16-match undefeat- 
ed streak. A large void will be left 
for the Titans who will be without 
midfielder Atlanta Primus who fin- 
ished her senior season as the Big 
West Midfielder of the Year and 
was named an NCAA Division I 
All-American. 

The Titans will also lose forward 
Maddie Bennet who was a first- 
team Big West conference recipient. 
Bennet and Primus scored 12 goals 
each last year. Despite losing vital 
components from the roster, Fuller- 
ton still boasts multiple players who 
received postseason honors for their 
2019 performances. 

Big West Freshman of the Year 
and conference first-team honor- 
ee Megan Day returns back to lead 
the defense along with Delaney 
Dombek Lindahl who also received 
first team recognition. They will be 
anchored by goalie Noa Schum- 
acher at who was named to the Big 
West Freshman team last season. 

Forward Haley Brown, who was 
named to the Big West second team 
will return on the offensive end for 
Fullerton, while Big West honor- 
able mention midfielder Kaya Haw- 
kinson will continue to roam the 
pitch. Day, Lindhall, Primus and 
Bennet made it into the NCAA Di- 
vision I Women’s Soccer All-Re- 
gion team, which broke records for 
the entire program. Demian Brown, 
a graduate of CSUF’s class of 1997 
and former men’s soccer player, be- 
gan his career with the university in 
2004 as the women’s soccer team’s 
assistant coach and transitioned into 
his position as head coach in 2007. 
During his career with the women’s 
soccer program, Brown has won six 
Big West Championships. 
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